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Janis McMath
Editor-in-Chief
Exams, quizzes, and tests certainly have a poor reputation for many people. 
With terms like “test anxiety” becoming 
more popularized, it’s unsurprising that 
some students feel strongly repulsed by 
this educational tool. And while there will 
always be valid criticisms of every single 
educational tool ever created, do tests 
deserve the distaste that is often directed 
towards them? 
There is no single correct answer 
to the question of how valid tests are 
as a pedagogical asset; tests come in 
many different shapes and sizes so each 
individual test must be considered in 
determining effectiveness. Some exams 
certainly offer little educational value—
and often stifle learning—and such an 
argument is often made for standardized 
tests. It’s no secret that many teachers have 
gripes with the system that is commonly 
critiqued for hampering an educator’s 
sense of agency in their classroom. Even 
though their standardized aspect allows 
them to be an effective tool in comparing 
the scores of students all across the 
country, there are many arguments that 
point to their rigid structure as one that 
prevents educators from teaching a 
meaningful personalized curriculum. 
The paper, “Teaching to the Test: 
A Controversial Issue in Quantitative 
Measurement,” mentions that in the US 
the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act 
changed the tone of standardized testing. 
Before, the score from these tests held little 
weight—after the NCLB Act, however, 
new rules were set. Harsh standards 
of proficiency were 
put into place along 
with similarly harsh 
punishments; schools 
that did not meet the 
standards had funds 
taken away, federal 
sanctions put into place, 
and sometimes, even 
totally restructured. 
These consequences 
inevitably led to 
teachers “teaching to the 
test,” forcing classrooms 
to neglect other subjects 
like gym, music, the 
arts—and even critical 
thinking. Additional 
negatives include a higher likelihood of 
cheating due to the high stakes of these 
exams, and a marked lack of student 
engagement and interest in the classroom.
So, it cannot be denied that there 
are some ineffective forms of testing, 
but this does not warrant the blanket 
hatred. Testing has been proven time 
and time again as one of the most 
efficient pedagogical tools with regard 
to information retention. A commonly 
observed outcome of testing is improved 
retention of knowledge—this is called the 
“testing effect.” In comparison to “repeated 
studying” (which just refers to students 
reading their notes), testing consistently 
proves to create more long-term memories. 
Interestingly, the majority of students 
in the study  “Examining the Testing 
Effect with Open- and Closed-Book Tests” 
incorrectly predicted that they would do 
just as well (if not better) with remembering 
class knowledge if they simply studied it 
instead of actually getting tested on it. It is 
proposed that the reason students assumed 
such an outcome is because they find testing 
unpleasant, and reading notes is the most 
comfortable form of gaining knowledge; 
so their natural bias made them insist 
that study alone would be enough. The 
paper “Using Testing as a Learning Tool” 
explains that the testing effect is proposed 
to occur because of a principle that states 
that difficulty aids in the long-term 
memorization of learned facts.
In response to all of these studies, 
some will argue that education is not 
only about retaining information—and 
that testing is in line with Paulo Freire’s 
“banking model of education” (in which 
students are simply vessels to be filled 
with knowledge that can be regurgitated). 
The banking model argument does 
bring up an extremely valid point: any 
education that does not employ a wide 
range of pedagogical tools is a shallow 
one. A good teacher will work with a wide 
array of educational goals for their diverse 
students. It is ignorant, however, to act like 
information retention is not an essential 
part of many fields of study. A surgeon who 
doesn’t know the proper procedures is of 
little good to anyone.
 There is always room for 
improvement in education. Teachers 
should be striving to give their students 
the best education they can; achieving 
that includes constantly re-evaluating the 
effectiveness of educational tools used. 
However, aiming to scrap testing entirely is 
utterly misguided. Tests could instead use 
some modifications in avoiding common 
issues to ensure that they are as meaningful 
a teaching tool as possible.
On to Cincinnati,
JANIS
Janis McMath
Testing tests: how 
effective is this 
educational tool?
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news // no. 3
• City of Vancouver passes climate action 
plan
• Vancouver proposes decriminalizing 
illicit drug possession
...and more!
Timothy Easling
Senior Columnist
COVID-19 remains the major story for many news outlets as they emphasize case numbers while 
minimizing the fact that total deaths remain relatively 
low. It is important to keep in mind that the government 
data shows COVID still predominantly affects those of 
advanced age and weakened states, not those of average 
age or really even those who are over 60 but healthy.
Unless stated otherwise, all statistics in this piece are 
from available government data with age demographics 
(99.9 percent of cases). From November 17 to 23 there 
have been 451 deaths, and 95.34 percent of those (430) are 
from those 60-and-up—often in long term care homes 
(LTCs), acute care, or assisted living, and with multiple 
comorbidities; the risk of dying for Canadians who are 
neither of advanced age nor weakened states continues to 
remain low. Also of note is that 315 of those deaths (69.8 
percent) are from those 80-and-up. Canada has suffered 
11,240 deaths from COVID-19—and saw 8,511 deaths in 
2018 from Influenza and pneumonia. The population of 
Canada is 38,005,238.
Countrywide from November 17 to 23, the 0-39 age 
bracket suffered 6 more deaths, the 40-49 age bracket, 2, 
and the 50-59 age bracket, 13. The massive case numbers 
indicate the low fatality rate of the disease for those not of 
ill health; the 0-39 age bracket saw 15,712 more cases, the 
40-49 age bracket had 4,270 more, the 50-59 age bracket 
observed 3,870 more, and the 60+ age bracket recorded 
5,800 more. Just from the last week of cases, the fatality 
rate for each bracket in relation to its case numbers was 
0.04 percent (0-39), 0.05 percent (40-49), 0.34 percent (50-
59), and 7.41 percent (60+). Further emphasizing the low 
risk of death to many Canadians, there were 23,852 cases 
from 0-59 and 21 deaths—which works out to a fatality rate 
of 0.09 percent.  
Hospitalization increases remained steady with 
previous weeks—and with almost none of them (again, 
for those not of weakened states) resulting in death. The 
vast majority (71.74 percent) of hospitalizations were from 
the 60-and-up age bracket (942 more) with the lower 
age brackets registering small totals: 0-39—110 more, 
40-49—85 more, 50-59—158 more. ICU admittances 
remained much the same with only 232 more. Of those 
232, 67.67 percent (157) were from the 60+ age bracket. 
The remaining 75 cases were divided among the lower age 
brackets: 0-39—20, 40-49—16, and 50-59—39.
British Columbia has suffered 58 deaths from 6,422 
cases (0.9 percent fatality rate) since November 17 as 
Provincial Health Officer Bonnie Henry’s two-week health 
order has now been extended until December 7. The 
population of the province is 5,147,712. 
In Canada, Influenza and pneumonia were 
responsible for 8,511 deaths in 2018; COVID, with no 
vaccine, is on pace to do roughly double that figure over the 
course of the entire year. Although the flu shot has existed 
since WWII, only about a third of Canadians typically get 
vaccinated (a slight increase in recent years). Curiously, 
Influenza counts have been drastically down this year—
with only four total cases reported in week 46 (November 
8-14). The average from week 35-46 over the last six years 
has been 1,115, but this year has seen only 19. Based on the 
data, there is a likelihood that COVID-19 numbers have 
been merged with Influenza figures. 
Also of note is that as businesses struggle under the 
many lockdowns across the country and unemployment 
figures threaten to surge, suicide becomes a major 
concern. Many Canadians point to lockdowns saving 
lives, but a recent study (even noted in the National 
Post) indicates lockdowns and their related job-losses 
may be causing many deaths—estimating thousands 
of additional lives to be at stake. Unlike COVID, suicide 
rates affect all age demographics relatively evenly, and 
the country suffered approximately 4,000 deaths per 
year before the lockdowns came in. While COVID has 
claimed the lives of 36 people from the age of 0-39, 
suicide averages 1,434 for the same age bracket each year. 
Additionally, while COVID has put 1,845 from the age of 
0-39 into the hospital, suicide-related injuries result in a 
yearly average of 9,271 from the same age bracket. 
COVID-19 
update
 › Lockdowns increase 
suicide concerns
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A recent study indicates lockdowns and their related 
job-losses may be causing many suicide deaths—
estimating thousands of additional lives to be at stake.
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
Jessica Berget
Assistant Editor
With the goal of helping Vancouver in becoming the greenest city in the world, on November 
17, the Vancouver city council has approved the 
Climate Emergency Action Plan (CEAP). Some 
aspects of the plan may come into effect as early as 
2021 or as late as five years from now. 
The full action plan lists 32 climate-based 
policies costing around $500 million. Some aspects 
of this plan could see an increase of the money spent 
on cars including entering the city’s downtown core, 
residential street parking, and taxing based on age, 
mileage, and carbon usage of the car. Among these 
actions include implementing “mobility pricing” 
which includes the decision to instate road tolls, or a 
levy for all cars entering the city, a congestion charge, 
and a mandatory parking permits for residential 
streets. It also looks to expand Vancouver’s public 
transportation system as well as walking and 
bicycling paths in order to curb people from relying 
on private transport or encouraging people to 
purchase electric vehicles. Arguments against these 
parts of the action plan say they hit car owners where 
it hurts the most—their wallets. 
According to News 1130, Canadians already 
spend thousands on their car every year—about 
$5000 for leasers and financers and about $1500 
for insurance and $800 covering maintenance 
charges. In the same article, it claims that in a 
survey they conducted in February with more than 
2000 respondents, about 84 percent of Canadians 
own a car, with 37 percent owning more than one. 
Furthermore, in an Angus Reid poll, nearly 80 
percent of Canadians said they couldn’t live without 
their car, even though 45 percent think it’s too 
expensive—especially in BC. This may hit close to 
home for many students as 64 percent of Canadians 
ages 18 to 34 own a vehicle, according to another 
Angus Reid poll. 
The people backing this plan say that these 
actions will make Vancouver the greenest city 
in the world, others however, are more critical. 
For instance, many say that these plans only 
serve to punish car owners—especially those in 
the middle-to-low income bracket who rely on 
private transportation—and only makes living in 
the city more expensive. One of those critics is 
Kris Sims, BC director of the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation who says people are already struggling 
to make ends meet. “This is a slap in the face to the 
small businesses and the hardworking people of 
Vancouver from their elected officials at city hall and 
the last thing they need is over-paid bureaucrats 
dreaming up expensive new driving taxes,” he said in 
an article by CTV News.
According to the Daily Hive, in 2019, parking 
permits brought in more than $1.2 million in revenue 
for the federal government. Making parking permits 
a city-wide necessity is projected increase this 
revenue to another $1 million to $2 million annually 
at the start and increase to $15 million a year after 
three years. 
City of Vancouver passes climate action plan
 ›   Controversial plan to be implemented as soon as next year
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Jessica Berget
Assistant Editor
By this time tomorrow, a motion will be set forth to the city council for 
Vancouver to decriminalize all simple drug 
possession. Vancouver mayor Kennedy 
Stewart announced this as a possibility 
on November 19 and if the motion goes 
through, the city of Vancouver will be the 
first district in Canada to do this. This 
follows after across the border; Oregon 
became the first US state to decriminalize 
drug possession on November 4. 
Mayor Kennedy say this move is 
an “urgent and necessary next step” in 
response to the increase of overdose related 
deaths in the city this year which he says 
would allow the city to embrace a health-
focused approach to drug use. “Personal 
possession and use of drugs is not a 
criminal justice issue, it’s a health issue,” 
said Stewart in a CBC article. “It is time to 
end the stigma around substance abuse, 
help connect more of our neighbours to 
health care, and save lives.”
In 2016, BC declared the amount of 
overdose related deaths a public health 
emergency. Since then, there have been 
more than 18,500 deaths with over 6000 
in BC and 1500 in Vancouver. So far this 
year (the first nine months) the province’s 
illicit drugs toxicity death toll was past 
1200, compared to the 983 deaths in 2019. 
This makes 2020 the third deadliest year 
for drug overdoses behind 2017 and 2018. 
At the time of writing this, there have been 
331 COVID-19 related deaths in BC. “We 
all know that the overdose crisis is getting 
worse, it’s been impacted by COVID 
and the level of deaths is intolerable,” 
said mayor Stewart in a Globe and Mail 
interview. “This can help to reduce stigma 
and connect folks with health care.”
Chief medical officer of Vancouver, 
Patricia Daly, says in an article for the 
CBC that there is a big difference between 
those dying of COVID and drug overdoses. 
“The difference is that those [dying from 
overdoses] are younger on average, and 
90 percent are in the prime of their lives 
between 19 and 59 years of age.” 
The motion set forth would see people 
with simple drug possession avoid criminal 
charges and direct the city to be exempt 
from federal drug charges according to the 
Controlled Drugs and Substances Act. As 
the act currently stands, the Minister of 
Health can exempt anyone under the act 
if the opinion of the minister states that 
such exemption is necessary “for a medical 
or scientific purpose or is otherwise in 
the public interest.” This exemption 
has allowed the use of supervised drug 
use sites and research involving these 
controlled substances. The manufacturing 
and distributing of these drugs, however, 
remains illegal.
Vancouver proposes decriminalizing 
illicit drug possession
 › Mayor Kennedy Stewart takes motion to city council November 24
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Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
Tony Waiters, one of Canada’s greatest and most influential soccer coaches, 
passed away on November 10 at the age of 
83. Waiters might perhaps best be known 
for coaching the Vancouver Whitecaps to 
their 1979 Soccer Bowl championship. 
Waiters was born in Southport, 
England in February 1937. He played for 
Blackpool, making over 250 appearances. 
Waiters also played for the England 
national team, winning five caps for The 
Three Lions in 1964. After his soccer career 
ended, Waiters became the manager for 
English club, Plymouth Argyle, between 
1972 and 1977. After being fired, Waiters 
came to Canada and coached the Vancouver 
Whitecaps of the North American Soccer 
League (NASL) during the 1977 season. He 
was only planning to stay in Canada for a 
short time, but Waiters would ultimately 
make Canada his home when the Vancouver 
Whitecaps became the soccer darlings of the 
city—defeating the Tampa Bay Rowdies in 
the 1979 Soccer Bowl.      
Waiters later coached the Canadian 
men’s national team starting in December 
1982. He led the team to the 1984 Olympics 
in Los Angeles when Canada lost to Brazil 
in the quarterfinals by a score of 2-1 in 
penalty kicks. One of Waiters’ greatest 
achievements was coaching the Canadian 
national team through qualifying to the 
1986 World Cup in Mexico; it remains 
Canada’s one-and-only appearance at the 
World Cup. 
Former Whitecaps player Bob 
Lenarduzzi remembers how he and 
Waiters different in their thought process; 
Waiters wanted his players to pass the ball 
to the front man first—just to be safe. “I 
just kept playing it through the middle of 
the park,” Lenarduzzi said during a live 
streamed interview for the ‘Caps Primetime 
program on November 10. “And then after 
about three or four games, he pulled me 
aside and he says, ‘Hey, if you wanna keep 
playing the ball through the middle of the 
park, then you can come and have a seat by 
me on the bench!’”
Retired Canadian goalkeeper Paul 
Dolan, who was in goal for Canada at the 
1986 World Cup, was saddened by Waiters’ 
passing. “This one hits hard. He gave so 
much to Canadian soccer and so much 
to me personally,” he said to the CBC 
on November 10. The same day, another 
former Canadian goalkeeper, Craig Forrest, 
posted on Twitter: “Saddened to hear 
about the passing of my former coach Tony 
Waiters. Legendary GK, coach, mentor, 
and human being. His passion for football 
and the people he touched throughout his 
career is unparalleled in Canada.”
Retired Canadian striker Dale Mitchell 
was also a member of the 1986 Canadian 
World Cup team. He recalls Waiters being 
highly respected by his peers and the players 
he coached. “He was more than a coach 
to so many people, which is why we are 
hearing the tributes now,” Mitchell said in 
an email interview with the Other Press. “It 
was just the way he conducted himself, very 
professional and honest. I think he falls into 
the mentor, role model category for many, 
whether they played for him or not.”
Waiters was also a key figure behind-
the-scenes in helping to bring the 
Vancouver 86ers soccer club to town—with 
their debut season coming in 1987. He also 
wrote books about coaching and soccer 
skills. Waiters was also the president of the 
National Soccer Coaches Association of 
Canada while serving as a special advisor 
to soccer organizations in Canada and 
the US. Adding to his already lengthy 
resume, Waiters, for the past 12 years, was 
a Technical Advisor with Cliff Avenue 
United FC in Burnaby. In 2017, the club 
honoured Waiters with a “CAUFC Lifetime 
in Soccer Achievement Award”—while also 
celebrating his 80th birthday. 
Guido Titotto, president of CAUFC for 
the past 13 years, was deeply saddened by 
Waiters’ passing. Titotto, a former player 
for the Vancouver 86ers, was coached by 
Waiters in 1990 till 1991—when Titotto 
was a member of the Canadian men’s U23 
Olympic team. “He was a man with a soccer 
history in Canada like no other, yet when 
you were in a meeting with him or simply 
out on the pitch with him, he was never 
above anyone else, he was always a true 
gentlemen, a calming influence, a man of 
great integrity, knowledge, and above all 
else, so very humble as well,” Titotto said 
in an email interview with the Other Press. 
“He will be dearly missed by all of us at our 
club, however, he will not be forgotten, as 
we are already planning a legacy award at 
our club in honour of Tony Waiters.”   
Kevin Julian, Technical Director for 
CAUFC, says Waiters, amongst other 
efforts, made an essential contribution to 
the club. “Tony coached the U5 program for 
a number of years at CAUFC,” Julian said 
in an email interview with the Other Press. 
“This sort of program is now commonplace 
in most clubs but back when Tony started 
the ‘One with One’ program, it was really 
unheard of. Tony was always an innovator 
and was so incredibly passionate about 
youth player development.”
Waiters was inducted into the 
Canadian Soccer Hall of Fame as a builder 
in 2001. In 2019, Waiters was inducted 
into the BC Sports Hall of Fame; that 
same year, in May, he was also inducted 
into the Vancouver Whitecaps FC Ring 
of Honour. In a Whitecaps FC interview 
on YouTube, Waiters was humbled by his 
induction: “Well, being inducted into the 
ring of honour, indeed is an honour. And 
it means a great deal. And so, I’d like to 
say this. To those people, who supported 
the team so well—thank you very much 
for the honour, which I am receiving. And 
for the support they gave. It was incredible 
and I just hope that we see something like 
that again, [another soccer championship 
in Vancouver].”  
• A look back at the 2011 Stanley Cup 
finals
• Canada’s chance at a World Cup
• An interesting night for basketball
...and more!
Legendary 
soccer 
coach 
Tony 
Waiters 
dies at 83
 › Waiters led the 
Whitecaps to the 
1979 championship
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He was always a true gentlemen, a calming 
influence, a man of great integrity, knowledge, 
and above all else, so very humble as well,
 – Guido Titotto
sports// no. 6 theotherpress.ca
Mo Hussain
Sports Reporter
Whether it is the Brazilian national soccer team losing 7-1 to Germany 
in the 2014 FIFA World Cup semi-finals 
or the Seattle Seahawks losing to the New 
England Patriots in Super Bowl 49, many 
sports fans have devasting memories they 
would prefer stay put behind them. For 
many Vancouverites, that devastating 
memory by far, is when the Vancouver 
Canucks lost to the Boston Bruins in game 
seven of the 2011 Stanley Cup finals. 
The Canucks had just come off the 
best regular season record in the league, 
had arguably both the best skater and 
goaltender in hockey, had defeated the 
reigning Stanley Cup champion and bitter 
rival Chicago Blackhawks in the first round, 
brought an entire city together, and were 
the favourites to win it all. However, when 
the team ultimately lost, the impact of the 
result was devastating. Not only did it upset 
the team, but it broke the entire city to the 
point that a riot unfolded in downtown 
Vancouver. Vehicles were destroyed, banks 
were broken into, businesses were looted, 
and parts of downtown Vancouver had 
gone into shambles. “I don’t think anyone 
really saw that capability of destruction in 
our city,” said Heather Bourke, who was 
trapped in Queen Elizabeth Theatre during 
the riot.
The Canucks went on to win only 
one playoff game the following two years 
and the team slowly disbanded as time 
went on. “I don’t know if I’m really over it 
still. Not the result itself, because listen, 
somebody’s got to win, somebody’s got to 
lose, whatever. But just the way I reacted to 
certain things, and the way I let it bother 
me in a situation where I was in the Stanley 
Cup final and I was not enjoying it as much 
as I should have,” said former Canucks 
goaltender Roberto Luongo in an interview 
with The Star. 
The loss was bigger than hockey but 
there is a lot more to it than most people 
think. Next week in this series we are going 
to take a deeper look into the events that 
took place not only on the ice, but more 
importantly, what happened off of it. 
Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
Hockey is Canada’s game; historically, the beautiful game of soccer, is not. 
Canada’s one and only appearance in a FIFA 
World Cup tournament came in 1986 in 
Mexico when the late Tony Waiters was the 
coach for the Canadian men’s national team. 
On September 14, 1985, Canada 
booked their ticket to the FIFA World 
Cup when they defeated Honduras by a 
score of 2-1. The memorable match was 
played at King George V Park in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland—with 13,000 in attendance. 
The victory is considered Canada’s greatest 
soccer achievement in the country’s history. 
On June 1, 1986, Canada, played its 
first game against France, the European 
champions—and considered by many to 
be the best team in Europe. The French 
were strong and were led by their core 
group known as Le Carré Magique (magic 
square) of Luis Fernández, Jean Tigana, 
Alain Giresse, and Michel Platini—one of 
the greatest midfielders of all time. Canada 
was an underdog and it was a “David versus 
Goliath” scenario with many in the press 
predicting France to annihilate Canada.  
In spite of the odds, Canada played 
a solid game and they were competitive 
against the French. The game was even 
until France scored in the 79th minute on a 
goal by Jean-Pierre Papin—heading a loose 
ball high into the net. France would win 
the match by a score of 1-0. 
Unfortunately, Canada lost to Hungary 
and the Soviet Union in the next two 
games—both by scores of 2-0. Although 
Canada failed to win a game in their 
group, or even score a goal, they did well 
and competed hard. Canada head coach, 
Waiters, was honest in his own assessment 
of the Canadian squad; in the 2006 TSN 
documentary, The Journey, he spoke about 
how he wanted to make sure Canada was 
competitive, and prove to the soccer world 
that they deserved to be there: “We weren’t 
gonna win the World Cup. But what I didn’t 
want to happen in Mexico was for the 
Canadians to be embarrassed.”     
Since-retired striker Dale Mitchell was 
a member of the 1986 Canadian World Cup 
team. He recalls Waiters trying to motivate 
the Canadian players before their first game 
against the mighty French. “I remember the 
meetings before he was butchering their 
[player’s] names and criticizing their game,” 
Mitchell said in an email interview with the 
Other Press. “[Defender, Ian Bridge], and 
I were looking at each other and kind of 
laughing. It was all meant 
to not make us feel inferior. 
As you know, we did not get 
blown out and competed 
fairly well.”  
Mitchell played in one 
game at the World Cup 
in Mexico: Canada’s third 
and final group match 
against the Soviet Union; 
he was recovering from a 
serious injury a year prior 
to the World Cup. “Well, it 
was the third match of the 
group stage and not the 
first and we had lost the 
other two games, so some of 
the excitement was gone,” 
Mitchell said. “Mostly, I 
recall a free kick that went 
just over the bar and due to 
the netting behind the goal 
it landed on top of the net. 
Anyways, on the [television] 
back in Canada, it looked 
like the shot actually went 
in and people thought 
that I had scored! So, I guess I gave some 
Canadian fans some excitement… even if it 
was just temporary.”
Despite Canada having a record of 
0 wins and 3 losses during group play, 
Mitchell has good memories having played 
in a World Cup match. “At the time, you’re 
self-absorbed like most players, wanting 
to play more and do better,” Mitchell said. 
“When you remove yourself a few decades 
later you realize that the team we had 
during the [mid-1980s] had some great 
moments and just getting to a [World Cup] 
is a fantastic achievement.” 
Unfortunately, since Canada’s 
appearance at the 1986 World Cup in 
Mexico, the country has failed to qualify 
for another FIFA World Cup tournament. 
However, there is optimism for Canada 
in the future—especially with the new 
Canadian Premier League, which began 
in 2019, providing a solid foundation and 
structure to keep Canadian players active 
and competitive. 
Also working in Canada’s favour is 
the emergence of a star player, Alphonso 
Davies, who has been making an impact 
with the Bundesliga club Bayern Munich, 
as well as the Canadian national team. 
With Canada being a co-host country for 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup, the potential 
is there for Canada to once again become 
competitive on the world soccer stage. 
A look back at the 2011 Stanley Cup finals
Canada’s chance at a World Cup
 › The loss was bigger than hockey
 › Our nation’s soccer team came close to FIFA in 1986
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Mo Hussain
Sports Reporter
Last Wednesday November 18, the NBA held this year’s draft, and while there was much to take note of, here are three key 
takeaways that you should keep in mind:
Wolves betting on the future
Despite constant speculation surrounding whether the 
Minnesota Timberwolves would keep their number one 
overall selection, the squad decided to keep the pick 
and selected shooting guard Anthony Edwards from the 
University of Georgia. The 6’5” guard will hope to bring his 
shooting ability, strength, and athleticism to a Timberwolves 
team that’s looking to make some noise with their dynamic 
duo of Karl Anthony Towns and D’Angelo Russell. “It’s a 
dream come true. I mean everything I ever dreamed of, 
everything I ever worked for. I’m just happy that these guys 
[the Timberwolves] took a chance on me being the number 
one overall pick, and I’m just ready to work,” said Edwards in 
the Timberwolves introductory press conference. 
Three takeaways from 
the NBA draft
 › An interesting night for basketball
Jordan doesn’t seem to mind LaVar
The Charlotte Hornets selected guard LaMelo Ball with 
their third overall selection despite the mini controversy 
surrounding his father (LaVar Ball) and the Hornets’ owner 
(Michael Jordan). LaVar has been on the record mentioning 
how Jordan would not be able to handle him in a one-on-one 
matchup. “In my heyday, he would need help, he’s too small,” 
said LaVar in an appearance on ESPN’s first take in 2017. 
When talking about the subject at the Hornets introductory 
draft press conference, LaMelo said with a smile, “I think we 
know how it would turn out, to be honest.” LaMelo will join 
Devonte’ Graham and the newly acquired Gordon Hayward 
in trying to help build the Hornets into a credible playoff 
contender. 
How are these guys going to adjust?
Another big takeaway from this draft was not necessarily a 
particular draft pick or transaction—it’s arguably the fact that 
these rookies’ first year in the league is going to be the most 
peculiar season in NBA history. Whether it’s because the 
season will be in the middle of a pandemic, or only having over 
a month to get to know their teammates and finish training 
camp because of a relatively fast-approaching NBA season, 
these rookies are in for a whirlwind. With only about a third of 
the usual timeline that rookies have before their first regular 
season game, this crop of incoming stars will have to find some 
way to prove that that they belong in this league, fast.
Arts
Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca
• Lots of catching up: ‘Last Week Tonight 
with John Oliver’
• Making meaningful playlists
• An interview with artist Paul Dally
...and more
Craig Allan
Staff Writer
Canada has a rich tradition when it comes to Canadian comedy shows. 
From Corner Gas, to Schitt’s Creek, to 
Letterkenny, Canada has seen many 
comedies and comedians become well 
known internationally for the unique 
brand of humour the country offers. But, 
when listing great Canadian TV shows, 
one show is often left off that list. That 
show is a reality competition that, despite 
having multiple foreign adaptations and a 
dedicated group of fans, never quite gets 
the respect it deserves. That show is Kenny 
vs. Spenny.
Kenny vs. Spenny starred Kenny Hotz 
and Spencer Rice. Two life-long friends 
who battled against each other in weekly 
competitions. The prize for winning was 
the chance to humiliate the other by 
forcing the loser to perform a grueling, 
and often embarrassing task. These 
humiliations include things like enduring 
one’s breath for 60 seconds, an egging, and 
being a dog for a day. Through the run of 
the show, the personalities of each began 
to magnify. Hotz was the ruthless one, 
doing whatever he could to win even if that 
involved cheating, while Rice played each 
competition with his own established sense 
of honour and fair play. 
The show’s ride through television was 
not an easy one. It was cancelled multiple 
times throughout its run, including twice 
while the pilot was being shot, but Hotz 
and Rice believed in the show they had 
created. By season four they had found 
their audience, and even got picked up 
by Comedy Central in the United States. 
The show achieved its legendary status by 
having humour and stunts that were so 
insane it’s amazing they were ever approved 
for television. These include episodes like 
“Who Can Produce More Semen” where in 
order to stop Spenny’s production, Hotz 
irradiated Rice’s testicles with a stolen x-ray 
machine; “Who Can Wear a Dead Octopus 
on Their Head the Longest” where Hotz 
dosed Rice with LSD; and “Who Can Win 
a Ten Mile Race,” where Hotz fakes his 
mother’s death to lead Rice to an out-of-
town cemetery in order to give Hotz head 
start.
The show ended in 2010 with a 
Christmas special. Ten years since the end 
of the show, Hotz and Rice are coming 
back together for their first joint TV 
venture in 10 years. The Kenny and Spenny 
Paldemic Special, ironically airing on the 
network that cancelled them after their 
first season—the CBC (specifically on 
their streaming service CBC Gem). Kenny 
vs. Spenny fans tuning in expecting to 
see a challenge with a humiliation may 
be disappointed, as this is not an episode 
of Kenny vs. Spenny—but for fans who 
enjoy the duos humour and degradation 
(on Rice’s part), this special will recall the 
moments of hilarity that occur between 
the two friends over Kenny vs. Spenny’s six-
season run.
The special starts out strong, with 
the duo’s trademark bickering and the 
constant self deprecating of Rice, but 
both men don’t seem to know where 
they want to take this special. There is a 
subplot with Hotz promising Rice that 
he will film a comedy pilot special for 
Rice to sell to broadcasters, which is just 
a ruse to get Rice to humiliate himself for 
the special, but the special ends kind of 
abruptly with Rice serenading the audience 
on the empty streets of Toronto. There 
was no announcement of a new show, or 
indication that maybe more specials were 
in the cards. Just a weird one-off that shows 
vintage comedy from the pair. 
Maybe the criticism that the special 
ends too soon (it is only 23 minutes long) 
is actually a testament to the comedy of 
the Hotz and Rice pairing. Even 10 years 
removed from their eponymous show, 
they are still able to hit the comedic marks 
that made them famous. It is unknown 
at this time if the pairing of Kenny Hotz 
and Spencer Rice will extend itself from 
the live shows they have been doing for 
the last few years, but one thing is for 
certain: their reputation as one of Canada’s 
most crazy, intriguing, and downright 
hilarious comedic forces is without a doubt 
cemented.
Best friends fighting forever
 › Kenny Hotz and Spencer Rice have returned to (streaming) television
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CJ Sommerfeld
Staff Writer
Last week I wrote a piece about Paul Dally in an attempt to uncover the 
evolution of his sound. Endless adjectives 
can be used to describe such, as with new 
album—Vagrant Vista—which came out 
on November 13. The Other Press grasped 
an email interview with Dally to lay bare 
the content of the album.
Other Press: How did the title of your 
album, Vagrant Vista, come to be? 
What does its cover art represent? 
Paul Dally: “I am attracted to different 
words and images from time to time and 
I take notes regularly. Storytelling is kind 
of like collecting. While driving, I lookout 
for roadside crosses. Sometimes they are 
expressly religious and other times they 
are like folk art installations, an homage in 
any case. The role of the cross in American 
ritual is vast and divergent. Theresa 
Escobedo illustrated the cover. I had seen 
some illustrations online that she had done 
in blue ballpoint pen on handkerchiefs. 
I like how her illustration on the cover 
functions as a simple, beautiful image 
without obvious semiotic intention. While 
relating to the song “Roadside Crosses,” one 
doesn’t really know what to make of the 
cover until they listen. In that respect, the 
cover represents a human question that is 
further explored on the album in song.”
OP: What adjectives would you use to 
describe this album’s sound? 
PD: “Ultramarine, melancholy, pretty, 
greasy, lush, notched, gliding… ”
OP: What has contributed to the 
evolution of your sound from your 
earlier days till present? 
PD: “Money.”
OP: What is “hitting the jackpot” a 
metaphor for in the track “Jackpot”? 
PD: “‘Jackpot’ is a song about a character 
who genuinely wants to be very wealthy 
without having to earn it, supposedly, just 
to experience what that feels like. Whether 
they determine this is a worthwhile 
pursuit or desire is up to the listener. So, 
in this sense, it is a satire of the seemingly 
ubiquitous pursuit of capital in the name 
of survival, when we all know that Joe 
Blow is more thrilled by decadence than 
homeostasis. Perhaps it is ultimately a 
query into sources of persuasion.”
OP: In your Vagrant Vista essay, you 
briefly touched on the passing of John 
Prine and how he had influenced two 
of the songs on your new album. Would 
you be able to elaborate on that? 
PD: “The morning after John Prine died, 
I felt as if I was consumed by his spirit, 
not in a biblical sense, but rather a selfish 
distortion benefitting the generation of 
work. Sometimes songs will just come to 
you. It is not as if you really write ten songs 
in a day, rather it is as if you have been 
writing thousands of songs your whole life 
and sometimes there is a traffic jam when 
they arrive. John Prine’s songs are beautiful 
and smart. His linguistic diversity enriches 
the truth and impact of a given sensation or 
story. ‘Kimmy Rolla’ and ‘Rest & Relaxation’ 
were both written, for the most part, on 
April 8.”
OP: Who are some of your musical 
inspirations? Who do you listen to on 
your own time? 
PD: “I listen to a lot of old country and top 
40 radio, otherwise it is Lucinda Williams 
and Nina Simone.”
OP: Lastly, I’m so interested in “Skin,” 
can you elaborate a bit about where the 
song came from?
PD: “‘Skin’ is an old song. The earliest I 
could find it in my emails was 2008, but 
I might have written it before then by 
hand. ‘Skin’ began with the image of blood 
brothers, a ritual in which two friends prick 
or cut themselves and mix their blood. I 
think there is something to be found in 
middle-of-the-road, gruesome innocence. 
From this beginning the song explores 
the fears related to innocence, or loss 
of innocence, and the gruesomeness of 
reality. Furthermore, how the experiences 
of our youth, the ways we’ve been cut, 
and the time we have shared, impact our 
experiences throughout life. At the time, I 
had recently moved to New York from an 
island in the Puget Sound and didn’t feel a 
sense of home. I later came to realize that I 
probably never would feel at home in that 
way again; I hadn’t lost a sense of home, 
rather a sense of youth.”
Dally’s above words add refinement to his 
already intricate new tunes. Why not give 
ear to how these thoughts have manifested 
into melodies by having a listen for 
yourself?
An interview with artist Paul Dally 
 › Dally elucidates new album ‘Vagrant Vista’
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MAKING MEANINGFUL PLAYLISTS
For all the times you have too much to say and don’t know how, or don’t think you can, playlists are a blessing. The 
perfect passive (sometimes aggressive) form of an extremely 
personal letter with all the bliss and targeting of an indirect 
tweet. Will they see it? Will they know it’s about them? It’s all 
part of the thrill. Though, I do recommend at least having them 
on the platform, so your message isn’t being completely thrown 
into the void. 
You’ve probably heard of the classic “Everybody look! I’m 
in love!” type of playlist with all songs cheesy and romantic. 
This is an easy one since there’s very little risk involved—you’re 
already in a relationship, so there’s not much thrill. I’m sure your 
partner will listen to your playlist about them. However, it’s still 
a romantic gesture that woos hearts, and a perfect side gift for 
your Christmas darling.
Potential songs: “Paper Rings” by Taylor Swift, boasting the 
lyrics “I like shiny things, but I’d marry you with paper rings,” 
which is more than telling. An electronic song on the softer 
side, SLANDER’s “Superhuman” is a forward song with the lyrics 
“With you I’m superhuman / so keep me in this state of mind / 
tell me that it’s real life,” because more often than not, this love 
may be so good it feels like a dream. Finally, “Crystal Clear” by 
Hayley Williams is a beautiful love song with an analogy running 
through the track comparing her older water-themed songs 
about past relationships as feelings of drowning, whereas this 
new love makes her feel that no matter how deep she goes, 
“the water is crystal clear.” Similarly, “Oceans” by MisterWives 
is a powerful vocally driven ballad, coming back to the question 
“Let’s find out if love is the size of the ocean,” and ending with 
“you’re my everything.”
A more exciting approach is a “I’m crushing on someone 
but I’m not going to say who” playlist. The title is vague, and 
the description is probably some quotations from a conversation 
with that person, but no one else will know who it is, and the 
person in question may not even remember. They give you 
butterflies, and you want them to know how you feel, so you 
give yourself more butterflies by putting yourself in a situation 
where you may not receive any indication that they’ve found out 
about your true feelings. However, if they like you back, perhaps 
they’ll make a playlist in response, and that’s fun to look forward 
to!
Potential songs: “Hello?” by Clairo, which begins with the 
lyrics “Are you into me like I’m into you?” Dua Lipa has plenty of 
relationship-centric songs, but “Be the One” takes the cake for 
dancing in the middle of the street at night to your heart beating 
out of your chest: “Oh, baby come on let me get to know ya 
/ just another chance so that I could show that I won’t let you 
down and run / ‘cause I could be the one!” Dayglow’s “Can I 
Call You Tonight?” is a floaty bedroom-pop vibe, with the chorus 
singing exactly what the title is asking. 
A personal favourite is a “We’re kind of a thing but you’re 
pissing me off lately” playlist. Maybe you’re losing interest, a 
crush isn’t reciprocating, having an argument with a friend, or a 
long-time flame keeps making stupid mistakes. Regardless of 
what it is, the outcome is the same—you’re choked, and you 
need them to know. They’ll hear you (passive aggressive indirect 
messages always find their way). If you haven’t picked it up yet: 
vague titles, cover images, and descriptions are the way to go. 
The receiver will spend far to long trying to dissect not only 
who you’re talking about, but what the heck you’re saying (this 
is what you want—to get into their head). Then again, they’ll 
gather as much if they listen to the songs.
Potential songs: “Fools” by Troye Sivan is quite on the 
dot with the chorus singing, “Only fools fall for you, only 
fools.” Bad Suns’ “Disappear Here,” specifically the acoustic 
OurVinyl session, is a melancholic sad song for the ages, with 
only acoustic guitar and vocals singing, “Would you run after 
me? / Or do we disappear here?” Lastly, one of Bayside’s older 
tracks off their 2011 album Killing Time, “Sick, Sick, Sick,” is a 
fantastically angry song, with the chorus yelling, “You’ve made 
a mess of things, my what a mess you’ve made / I hate the way 
you make me feel sick, sick, sick.”
The music is just as important as the aesthetics. Try to aim 
for a playlist around an hour long, but the less the better. No 
one’s going to put effort into dissecting anything longer, even if 
they’re sure it’s about them. It’s just too much effort. 
Do pick your songs carefully. Keep the meaning of the 
playlist concise (if you want to add a song or two a bit out of 
context that might work to throw them off and get them thinking 
deeper). Read through the lyrics and their meanings on websites 
such as Genius, and make sure they are saying exactly how you 
feel because the last thing you want is to give the receiver the 
wrong message. Make sure to listen to the playlist frequently, 
especially if you see that they’re online. This is the best way to 
make sure they’ll see it and curiously click. I wish you the best of 
luck on your passive journey, fellow music lover.
issue 12// vol 47 arts // no. 11
MAKING MEANINGFUL PLAYLISTS  › When you can’t say it to their face
The receiver will spend far to long trying to dissect not only 
who you’re talking about, but what the heck you’re saying (this 
is what you want—to get into their head). Then again, they’ll 
gather as much if they listen to the songs.
Potential songs: “Fools” by Troye Sivan is quite on the 
dot with the chorus singing, “Only fools fall for you, only 
fools.” Bad Suns’ “Disappear Here,” specifically the acoustic 
OurVinyl session, is a melancholic sad song for the ages, with 
only acoustic guitar and vocals singing, “Would you run after 
me? / Or do we disappear here?” Lastly, one of Bayside’s older 
tracks off their 2011 album Killing Time, “Sick, Sick, Sick,” is a 
fantastically angry song, with the chorus yelling, “You’ve made 
a mess of things, my what a mess you’ve made / I hate the way 
you make me feel sick, sick, sick.”
The music is just as important as the aesthetics. Try to aim 
for a playlist around an hour long, but the less the better. No 
one’s going to put effort into dissecting anything longer, even if 
they’re sure it’s about them. It’s just too much effort. 
Do pick your songs carefully. Keep the meaning of the 
playlist concise (if you want to add a song or two a bit out of 
context that might work to throw them off and get them thinking 
deeper). Read through the lyrics and their meanings on websites 
such as Genius, and make sure they are saying exactly how you 
feel because the last thing you want is to give the receiver the 
wrong message. Make sure to listen to the playlist frequently, 
especially if you see that they’re online. This is the best way to 
make sure they’ll see it and curiously click. I wish you the best of 
luck on your passive journey, fellow music lover.
By Sonam Kaloti, Arts Editor
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Jonathan Pabico
Senior Columnist
    
If you’re not a devout follower of Australian rock band AC/DC, you’ll 
probably still recognize their iconic 
songs from Jon Favreau’s Iron Man films. 
However, these frenetic rockers have been 
through their own share of tragedies; 
guitarist Malcolm Young passed in 2017 
after battling with dementia. Despite 
past loss and the current pandemic, their 
newest album Power Up offers a foot-
stomping and head-banging repertoire that 
deserves to be played at maximum volume. 
Upon hearing the first track 
“Realize”—with a guitar intro followed by 
lead singer Brian Johnson’s growling and 
raspy vocals—hardcore fans will know 
that they’re in for an exhilarating ride. The 
album comprises of unused songs that AC/
DC’s lead guitarist Angus Young (who is 
also Malcolm’s brother) chose to honour 
Malcolm’s memory. With the nostalgic 
family ties behind it, the playlist is a bold 
declaration of the band’s refusal to stay 
down—and exemplifies their love for all 
things rock ‘n’ roll.
An admirable theme of the soundtrack 
is persistence and how important it is to 
make the best of your circumstances. This 
simple yet straightforward subject delivers 
emotional support and encouragement for 
listeners, while still giving them a fun time.
One of the album’s best songs “Shot 
in the Dark” blends Angus Young’s crazy 
guitar playing with rollicking drum set 
rhythms and Johnson belting out every 
word for the familiar dynamics we all love. 
Even the lyrics “You got a long night comin’ 
/ And a long night goin’ / You got the 
right position / The heat of transmission” 
reflects the inner strength needed to brave 
through difficult moments. These lyrical 
choices convey how crucial it is to endure 
and find ways to move forward despite the 
personal problems we all deal with along 
the way. 
AC/DC also makes sure that horror 
buffs are not left behind through their 
tracks “Witch’s Spell” and “Demon Fire” 
that provide supernatural imagery. 
These songs alone would be perfect for 
Halloween, but they also relay the band 
as the rock gods of the heavy metal 
underworld.
However, the album has a few tracks 
with messages that may be uncomfortable 
for those seeking rock music containing 
more positive themes. The song “Kick You 
When You’re Down” uses lyrics like “Hey, 
mama / Why are you beatin’ on my head? 
/ Hey, hey, woman / Why do you kick me 
outta bed?” The piece explores past pain 
with family dysfunction, while conveying 
the anguish from those unpleasant 
memories. Despite these connotations, 
the track is easily a crowd favorite with its 
guitar riffs and hard drum hits that elevate 
Johnson’s intoxicating vocals.
Overall, AC/DC’s Power Up album 
brings an enveloping joy to fans to let them 
know that the band will always be there for 
them. Their collection signals the group’s 
unstoppable return and is an art piece 
worth adding to the top of your playlist. 
What are you waiting for? Press play and 
start rockin’!
AC/DC’s ‘Power Up’ album amps up 
good old-fashioned rock ‘n’ roll
 › The band’s newest collection will turn any bleak mood into thrilling energy
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Senior Columnist
Fall TV this year began two months late not only because of the US Election (which 
ended up being the only thing that everyone 
was watching during most of the week) but also 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. Shows 
certainly incorporated these major events into 
their plotlines.
As the months went by, they started to run 
out of ideas because not a lot was happening—
the jokes were getting repetitive. Some of these 
shows, including Saturday Night Live, were back 
in the studio despite another lockdown possibly 
happening again. Further, Last Week Tonight 
with John Oliver still won Outstanding Variety 
Talk Series at the Emmy Awards this year. I have 
not watched the show in a while because I have 
not had HBO.
What makes the show interesting is that 
it is like an encyclopedia where you like to hear 
John Oliver explain things (and say the f-word 
a lot) instead of Piers Morgan. The season 
summarized the entire year and addressed 
various issues that would be discussed again 
today since more cases are being reported. A lot 
of the things that Oliver talked about were the 
same topics that I talked about in my stories in 
the newspaper this year, though he made jokes 
about Adam Driver as well.
The season began in the middle of 
February, which still featured a lot of surprising 
events, but coronavirus was not in the United 
States yet. In a typical episode, it begins with 
Oliver summarizing the week and making 
special reports and interviews. Some of the 
topics explored in his special reports include 
health care—where he mentioned Tommy 
Douglas and The Greatest Canadian, India’s 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and how 
sheriffs are elected. He also talked about 
censorship when the episode on Modi did 
not air on the India streaming service Hotstar 
because of the subject matter of the report.
When the pandemic arrived in the United 
States, episode four was dedicated to it and 
showed a TikTok of two men doing a dance to a 
song about handwashing that Oliver described 
as a jam song and got everyone talking. After a 
few positive tests of the virus were found in the 
CBS Broadcast Center in New York City where 
the show is filmed, they moved to another 
studio and eventually filmed the show currently 
in Oliver’s apartment. In the home episode, 
it is as if he is still in the studio. This makes it 
look like I am watching an educational video 
on YouTube—because there is no audience, it 
allows me to laugh when something is funny. 
He made a lot of references to trends, Netflix, 
and even tried to find hidden artistic paintings 
including a risqué rat painting seen in a TV art 
auction. With a month and a half left this year, 
2020 was a historic year. Until the show is back 
in February, I am probably going to be watching 
Don Lemon.
Lots of catching up: ‘Last Week 
Tonight with John Oliver’
 › And now this…
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Have an idea for a story?
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• South Korea’s KFC
• Watch a hamster work its way through 
a hamster-sized dojo
• The origins of fruitcake and eggnog
...and more
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
There are plenty of ways to decorate your home other than putting up a 
Christmas tree. Everyone—regardless 
of religious affiliation—can celebrate 
Christmas. For me, I see the holidays as a 
great time to spend with those I love, eat 
good food, and feel a deep-soul connection 
to dim-warm tones. 
One of the many group activities the 
holidays pose is decorating itself. 
However, decorating in and of itself opens 
up more things to do.
In order to have a nice inventory of 
decorations I’d suggest going to thrift stores! 
Most thrift stores have the cutest little 
x-mas knick-knacks year-round. They’re 
also far more affordable than your everyday 
store, and an added bonus is that most of 
the items will have the perfect Christmas 
vintage charm. Now, on to decorating.
Stockings
These cute little socks have the most fun 
purpose besides under the tree itself—they 
hold tiny gifts! Stocking stuffers are cheap, 
cute, and often contain chocolate so they’re 
an immediate win in my books.
They’re also one of the few decorative 
items that are for each individual rather 
than the whole, meaning that they can also 
be personalized! For a fun craft you could 
even make your own from scratch.
Plates and Mugs
Plates, though terrifyingly fragile, are one 
of my favourite decorative pieces. They take 
up a lot of room sometimes which is good 
for decorating quicker. Mainly, though, 
the paintings and images on them can be 
gorgeous. Intricate detail and old-timey 
charm paired with the fragility of the piece 
makes them one of the best. If you wanted 
to, you could probably use them as actual 
plates too—how’s that for a multi-purpose 
decoration!
Similarly, Christmas mugs are a must. 
What else are you supposed to drink hot 
chocolate from—a normal mug? That 
would be ridiculous.
Snow globes
I collect all types of snow globes, but none 
make as much sense as Christmas ones 
since the snow is quite integral. Shaking 
them transports you into the winter 
wonderland you wish it were (and not the 
Greater Vancouver rainy Christmas we’ve 
had for years).
Knick-Knacks
Little x-mas knick-knacks are the go-to 
for mantels and bookshelves. Nutcrackers 
to teddy bears, Santas to elves—anything 
works! Hanging bells around your home 
is sure to sweeten the mood when they 
accidentally get knocked around.
A personal favourite is an ornament 
I received as a gift from my best friend. It 
reminds me of what the holidays are about 
(to me, anyway)—love and friendship!
Lights
You can’t have a cozy atmosphere without 
the right lighting! While string lights are a 
classic, adjustable light bulbs are fantastic. 
Dimming their orange hue to that of a 
fire-lit living room is sure to make you 
feel incredibly comforted. LED lights are 
another way to achieve this. 
You don’t need any prior affiliations with 
the holiday itself to let yourself enjoy all of 
its wonders! It’s time to get into that cheery 
joyous vibe, and if you haven’t, remember 
that Santa is always watching.
No 
Christmas 
trees? No 
problem
 › Different ways 
to decorate for 
the holidays
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Christmas mugs are a must. What else are you supposed to drink 
hot chocolate from—a normal mug? That would be ridiculous.
Rocket man: the legacy of Pavel Bure
Thirty years ago Vancouver Canuck fans witnessed the franchise’s first superstar player
Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
The Vancouver Canucks have been in the NHL since 1970. The team has never won a Stanley Cup—though they’ve appeared in three cup finals: 
1982, 1994, and 2011.    
Throughout the first 20 years of the team’s history, the Canucks had 
some very good players: André Boudrias, Thomas Gradin, Ivan Hlinka, 
Darcy Rota, Tony Tanti, Stan Smyl, Patrik Sundström, and Trevor Linden. But 
the franchise did not have a superstar gamebreaker—a player who could 
bring fans out of their seats. However, that changed with the arrival of the 
“Russian Rocket,” Pavel Bure, in November 1991. Bure was drafted 113th 
overall by the Canucks in the 1989 NHL Entry Draft. 
The man who discovered Bure was Mike Penny, who was a scout for 
the Canucks during the late 1980s. It was when Penny flew to Russia to 
watch the Russian national (junior and senior) teams playing that he saw 
Bure in a game against the Finnish national team in Vierumaki on Christmas 
Day. Penny then watched Bure put on a show at the 1989 World Junior 
Championship in Anchorage, Alaska—and it was around then that other 
scouts began to take notice as well. Penny remembers how well Bure 
played, stating in a television segment called Pavel Bure: His First Game, 
produced by the Vancouver Canucks in November 2012: “He excelled. I 
mean, you didn’t need a program. Once he was on the ice and you watched 
him you thought, ‘holy smoke—I got to find out who this guy is!’”       
There was initially some dispute when the Canucks selected Bure during 
the 1989 NHL Entry Draft. NHL teams were aware of Bure, but many felt he 
had not played enough games to be considered eligible for that year’s draft. 
Not to be deterred, Penny did his research and enlisted the help of a Soviet 
statistician who provided Penny with enough game log sheets to help Bure’s 
case. Later, Penny cross-referenced those records with the International Ice 
Hockey Federation (IIHF) to confirm his findings and remove any doubts.    
Bure’s draft eligibility was not the only hurdle the Canucks encountered 
in trying to sign him: the Canucks also had to pay the Russian Ice Hockey 
Federation a large sum of money. Tony Gallagher of The Province reported 
in his October 1991 column that, “Bure is delighted to be joining the 
Canucks after a total of $250,000 US was paid to the Red Army—$200,000 
from the NHL team and $50,000 from Bure.” 
Bure would finally arrive in Vancouver on November 1, 1991 and was 
introduced during a press conference at the Pacific Coliseum. Bure was 
accompanied by GM and president, Pat Quinn, and an interpreter. The 
Russian starlet was all smiles and looked incredibly shy. On November 3, the 
Canucks practiced at Britannia Rink in East Vancouver with Bure taking part; 
it was probably the most anticipated practice in Canuck history, and the rink 
was understandably filled to capacity. Two days later, Bure made his Canuck 
debut in a home game against the Winnipeg Jets.
Before the game started, Bure stood at the blue line, chewing gum, 
looking simultaneously nervous yet confident. The booming voice of late 
Vancouver Canuck PA announcer John Ashbridge introduced the newest 
Canuck to the home crowd: “Starting at right wing... Please welcome the 
newest member of the Vancouver Canucks, wearing number 10, Pavel Bure!”  
Retired Hall of Fame Vancouver Canuck play-by-play broadcaster Jim 
Robson still remembers the excitement of calling Bure’s first game in a 
Canuck uniform: “Everyone in the sellout crowd at the Pacific Coliseum will 
forever remember his debut,” Robson said in an email interview with the 
Other Press. “I think he stick handled the length of the ice in a spectacular 
rush on his first shift. He dazzled all night but didn’t score. The NHL did not 
issue shots on goal by individuals during a game, but I think Pavel had seven 
or eight [shots on goal].” 
Current Vancouver Canuck PA announcer Al Murdoch also recalls the 
impact (then simply as a Canuck fan) Bure’s debut game had on him: “Pavel 
just taking off like a rocket and skating through the entire Winnipeg Jets 
team for an incredible scoring chance is etched in my mind,” Murdoch said 
in an email interview with the Other Press. “Nobody had seen that kind 
of speed and skill that he brought to the NHL. I think he had [three] shots 
on goal that game, didn’t score but he drew a bunch of penalty minutes 
because the Jets just couldn’t contain him. The Canucks had literally caught 
lightning in a bottle with Pavel Bure and from that first game on he made all 
Pavel just taking off like a rocket and skating through the entire Winnipeg 
Jets team for an incredible scoring chance is etched in my mind, 
– Al Murdoch
Canucks fans rise out of their seats every time he touched the puck.”
Bure’s debut ended without him recording a point, and the game 
was a 2-2 tie, but none of that mattered—Vancouver Canuck fans had just 
witnessed the team’s first real superstar. Bure played on the fourth line 
that evening, alongside Gino Odjick and Ryan Walter; Robson remembers 
Walter’s thoughts about his new linemate: “Walter said later he turned to 
Gino at the bench and said, ‘I don’t think he’ll be on our fourth line again.’”
In his first season as a Canuck, Bure played 65 games and finished with 
60 points (34 goals and 26 assists), resulting in a Calder Trophy (top rookie) 
for the 1991-92 season. The Russian Rocket followed up his sensational 
start by scoring 60 goals in back-to-back seasons (1992-93 and 1993-94). 
In the spring of 1994, the Canucks made a run to the Stanley Cup Final but 
ultimately lost to the New York Rangers in the seventh game at Madison 
Square Garden. Bure’s postseason stats were predictably remarkable: 24 
games played with 31 points (16 goals and 15 assists).   
Bure’s mercurial rise resulted in him becoming a fan favourite, and his 
profile and popularity increased exponentially; he became a local celebrity, 
even being photographed with Chicago Bulls’ star, Michael Jordan, in the 
mid-1990s at Rogers Arena (then called GM Place). However, it appeared at 
times that Bure did not enjoy the media spotlight, as Robson states, “I don’t 
think Pavel ever enjoyed the stardom around town and found it tough to 
‘hide’ in Vancouver like he could later in Florida [and] even New York.”
On the ice, however, there was no spotlight too bright for him, and Bure 
showed that he was more than just an exciting goal scorer—even proving 
to have a mean streak when provoked. Bure’s edge was evident when he 
delivered a vicious elbow to Dallas Stars enforcer Shane Churla during game 
two of the Canucks’ second-round series against Dallas in May of 1994. Don 
Cherry, in his video compilation, Don Cherry’s Rock’em Sock'em 6, called 
it “the mother of all elbows.” Robson recalls that play very well: “I sure 
remember the elbow on Shane Churla in Dallas in the playoffs. It would have 
been suspendable today but went undetected in [1994], although I think 
the league fined Pavel $500, the maximum allowed. Pavel was sending a 
message for Churla’s stick work on him. Pavel was very [competitive] and 
well-built but didn’t take a lot of penalties.” 
After the game, Churla was incensed, telling reporters: “If it was the 
other way around, I’d be gone for 15 games at least. People would be 
calling me the biggest goon in hockey.” Bure defended his actions when he 
spoke with reporters: “It’s not my style, but I had no choice. They’re trying 
to kill me. I’m lucky I didn’t get hurt.”
In the late 1990s, the Canucks were a team in turmoil. Despite signing 
Mark Messier in July 1997 to a three-year contract worth $18 million, the 
team struggled the following season. The front office also faced instability. 
Head coach Tom Renney and general manager Pat Quinn were both fired in 
November 1997. Mike Keenan was later hired as head coach. Unfortunately, 
the coaching change did not help, and the Canucks missed the playoffs—
finishing the 1997-98 season with a 25-43-14 record (seventh place in the 
Pacific Division and 13th and last in the Western Conference). 
Amidst the team’s failings Bure was the lone bright spot—finishing the 
season with 51 goals and 39 assists for 90 points; it would also be his final 
season as a Vancouver Canuck. Bure held out the following year (with one 
year remaining on his contract). The star winger asked management for a 
trade and his wish was granted when he was dealt to the Florida Panthers 
in January 1999. Robson understood why Bure wanted to leave Vancouver 
and why a change of scenery was perhaps was what he needed: “I give him 
credit in many ways. He was not getting paid and just waited for a trade. 
I don’t know all the reasons but the Canucks of the late [1990s] were a 
team in turmoil from the top down. Ownership, management, coaching all 
factors. It was hard to imagine a team with Pavel, Mogilny, Messier, Linden, 
Naslund, Lumme, Ohlund, etc. [And also] missing the playoffs in [1998], but 
they did even with Mike Keenan at the bench.”
Bure played four seasons in Florida and found some success—including 
scoring 58 goals during the 1999-2000 season and 59 goals the next year. 
The Russian Rocket eventually retired due to injuries with the New York 
Rangers in 2003. 
Although Bure’s time as a Canuck did not end on the best of terms, fans 
still remember the impact he made during his seven seasons with the team 
(1991 to 1998). The winger was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 
November 2012, and in November 2013, the Canucks retired Bure’s number 
10 jersey. Prior to his jersey retirement ceremony, Bure, in an interview 
uploaded by the Vancouver Canucks to YouTube in October 2013, reflected 
on his first game as a Canuck: “But obviously, when I stepped on the ice 
here for the first time, it was incredible. It was [a] full building and the energy 
and everybody supporting you [was overwhelming].” 
Three decades after Bure made his Vancouver Canuck debut, Robson 
still can’t say enough about him: “Pavel Bure remains the most exciting 
player in the history of the Vancouver Canucks and arguably the most 
talented. Everything he did was at top speed and some of the goals he 
scored rank as the team’s best ever. He scored 254 goals for Vancouver in 
only 428 games and still holds a team record for shorthanded goals (24). He 
also produced in the playoffs despite tight checking, with 34 goals and 66 
points in 60 playoff games. And who can forget his two consecutive 60-goal 
seasons. Despite his bitter departure, he certainly deserved to have his 
number 10 retired.”
Pavel Bure remains the most exciting player in the history of the 
Vancouver Canucks and arguably the most talented. 
– Jim Robson
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Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
While North America has Kentucky Fried Chicken, South Korea has 
their own take on fried chicken. Korean 
fried chicken is being offered in a lot of 
places in the Lower Mainland these days. 
It is the next best thing from South Korea 
after Korean BBQ—which involves the 
restaurant giving you the meat and you grill 
it yourself on the table!
This type of fried chicken is very 
crunchy, making it like eating potato 
chips—and it sometimes has a garlic taste. 
Also, you can make the fried chicken more 
flavourful by putting herbs on top of it, 
dusting it with cheese, or marinating it in 
a variety of different sauces including hot 
sauce. Similar to bubble tea, South Korea has 
a lot of chicken chains in the country and 
international locations around the world. 
The biggest chicken chain in the country is 
bb.q Chicken, which recently opened two 
locations in the Lower Mainland; there is one 
near Michael’s Craft Store in Coquitlam and 
another one next door to the bakery in the H 
Mart in Port Coquitlam.
Before the pandemic began, the 
Coquitlam location was like a restaurant and 
the H Mart location had a patio dining area 
outside. The restaurant bb.q Chicken is as 
big as KFC and had product placement in a 
lot of Korean shows, including Netflix shows 
The King and Crash Landing on You. Even 
the greatest K-Pop group of all time, BTS, 
A review of bb.q Chicken: 
Korean fried chicken
 › South Korea’s KFC
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are spokespeople for the chicken chain in 
addition to being spokespeople for Samsung.
In the case of the H Mart location, you 
order the chicken in advance and can shop 
around the grocery store until your food 
is ready to pick up. Their fried chicken is 
made with the highest quality chicken and 
with standards to offer the best product 
possible. It is made with a whole chicken cut 
into pieces, dipped in batter, and fried until 
golden and crunchy. After that, they either 
marinate the chicken or put toppings on 
it, and then they put the fried chicken in a 
cardboard box with vents.
Their fried chicken is available in half 
chicken and whole chicken sizes, where 
the latter option costs around $27. The half 
chicken is reasonably priced at half of $12. 
If you are new to Korean fried chicken, 
you could get the half and half box which 
consists of original chicken and their 
secret sauce chicken—which is made with 
a combination of ingredients including 
Korean chili sauce, onion, and garlic. The 
secret sauce chicken tasted like honey garlic 
as well as sweet and sour, though they also 
have honey garlic as well.
I thought that the chicken was all 
boneless, but some pieces have bones in 
them and some of them just have skin and 
bones. The chicken is moist and has an 
authentic fried chicken taste. Some of the 
other flavours offered include soy garlic, 
cheeseling, and Galbi Q. The Galbi Q chicken 
is marinated with Korean BBQ sauce and 
sprinkled with green onion—it tastes like 
BBQ beef and is smoky and sweet.
While you can get similar fried chicken 
in various Korean restaurants in the area, 
bb.q Chicken definitely offers the authentic 
Korean fried chicken experience.
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Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
Christmas fruitcake and eggnog are the dynamic duo often seen at Christmas 
parties, especially when the crowd is 
more… mature. My brother can’t eat 
Christmas fruitcake—more accurately, 
he won’t. It’s not so much that he’s a 
picky eater (besides mushrooms, those 
are a no-go) it’s just that the flavour of 
preserved fruits, nuts, and dense sweet 
bread altogether isn’t one his palate can 
handle. I, on the other hand, love fruitcake! 
I am also new to it, since recently having 
found a dairy and wheat-free loaf at my 
local farmer’s market. Munching on a slice 
got me thinking about where it must have 
come from. 
It’s a very practical food: filling, 
nutritious, and full of preservation—in 
fact, the expiry date for my loaf was in 
May 2021! Perhaps fruitcake was a wartime 
creation… that makes sense, doesn’t it? I 
turned to the good ol’ internet and, love 
it or loath it, Christmas fruitcake is a 
reliable, traditional “cake" that has roots in 
England, but its origin comes from ancient 
Roman times. It’s possible that some of 
those ancient times have followed us into 
the present; Manitou Springs, Colorado, 
has an annual fruitcake toss where 
unwanted loaves are bid adieu by catapults. 
Also, a neat fact I recently learned is that 
December 27 is national fruitcake day! 
But how did the fruitcake fall from grace? 
Perhaps it was when mass-produced mail-
order fruitcakes were made available in the 
early 20th century, with their damaging 
dry-and-encrusted-with-fruits image. 
Another strange but highly festive 
and delicious treat: eggnog! Eggnog 
comes in a variety of versions, including a 
vegan one with no eggs or dairy but all the 
flavour and spice. But where did eggnog 
originate from? While historians debate 
eggnog’s exact origins, it is commonly 
agreed that this spiced spiked egg and 
milk mixture came from early medieval 
Britain “posset,” which is a hot ale and 
milk beverage. In medieval times, milk, 
eggs, sherry, and certain fruits were 
considered wealthy person foods, and so 
eggnog (or posset) was used to toast good 
health and good fortune. By the 1700s, 
Mexico embraced eggnog and improved it 
with a splash of rum, which is a signature 
ingredient nowadays, and Puerto Rico 
made the beverage with coconut milk. The 
name eggnog is still an enigma, however. 
Some say that “nog” refers to a “noggin,” 
which is a wooden cup, or perhaps “grog,” 
which is a stiff ale. Either way, the name 
eggnog stuck around and has made it into 
modern day dialogue. 
This year why not indulge in a slice of 
good ol’ fruitcake and a cup of eggnog with 
your family!
The origins of fruitcake and eggnog
 › Christmas treats that just always seem to have been around
Janis McMath
Editor-in-Chief
Much like I did when I was in grade three, I base a lot of my personality 
around the fact that I love animals. Cats, 
dogs, otters, capybaras, hamsters—
whatever. You name it; if it has that classic 
dumb cute animal face, I probably love 
it. This obsession has led me to have an 
extensive knowledge of animal YouTube 
channels. And, if you’re like me and are 
curious as to what animals across the 
globe are like, here’s a collection of content 
creators from countries across the water.
INTRICATELY BUILT HAMSTER MAZES
SIMI TV is an absolute marvel—this 
channel is truly one of humankind’s greatest 
achievements (and also has English subs). 
This channel is run by an extremely talented 
Korean craftsman that builds these totally 
bonkers cardboard obstacle courses for his 
hamsters to wander through and scavenge 
for treats in. The first half of many of his 
videos feature his concept drawings and the 
building-process for these utterly manic sets. 
One of my favourite videos is called “Ninja 
Hamster.” In it, the creator freaking hand 
crafts a dojo with hamster-sized tatami mats 
and hamster-sized Japanese-style sliding 
doors (shoji). He also often illustrates little 
comics and has a storyline in his videos (if 
they weren’t already interesting enough). 
I would also recommend “Sushi train of 
hamster”—where he makes a working sushi 
conveyor belt restaurant for his lil’ buddy. 
Seriously, if you die before seeing these 
videos, it’ll be your biggest regret in life. 
CLEVER AND HUMOUROUS CAT 
CONTENT IN CLEAN MINIMALIST 
APARTMENTS
One of the best animal channels of all time 
is Kittisaurus. The channel is run by Claire, 
an extremely creative and hilarious Korean 
lady with ten freaking cats (and English 
subtitles). The aesthetic of the channel 
does not emit a single “crazy cat lady” vibe, 
however. Instead, her beautiful (and giant) 
apartment serves as a great backdrop for 
all of her extremely unique videos. Claire 
does a great job introducing you to the 
ten different personalities of her cats with 
clever video ideas like, “$1000 Crazy Catnip 
Party!” and “Cats vs The Nun.” She also has 
a bunch of hilarious character voices for 
her cats and an adorable sense of humour. 
The same content creator also runs the 
CreamHeroes and Claire Luvcat YouTube 
channels if you’re looking for related 
content. Additionally, SuriNoel is a channel 
with a similar clean minimalist comedic 
vibe, but instead the owners are a small 
Korean family with a young child and there 
are only five cats.
A BIG GODDAMN RABBIT
Have you ever heard of Flemish giant 
rabbits? Also known as the “king of 
rabbits” these mammoths are comparable 
to a medium-sized dog. These personable 
creatures are hard not to love, making 
Jabba The Rabbit an extremely enjoyable 
channel for anyone with a heart. This big 
boy is full of affection and personality; it is 
unreal how cute he is. The channel creator 
is also very considerate of her rabbit’s well 
being and puts many educational tips in 
the description for rabbit owners. (For 
example, did you know that carrots are not 
a healthy diet for rabbits?)     
MAGICAL GHIBLI-ESQUE 
ENCOUNTERS WITH STRAY CATS
This is hands down my favourite genre of 
animal videos. These videos are moments 
of undoubtably real magic. Bless all the 
YouTube creators around the world who 
create these peaceful snapshots of their 
country and the foreign cats who live there. 
Such videos could easily be used as some 
form of meditation. No obnoxious music, 
no obnoxious YouTube personality—just 
genuine people affectionately interacting 
with eager cats. Many of these videos 
simply feature someone quietly giving 
physical affection to a cat as the noises 
from the natural environment immerse 
you entirely. (Weird girls and their sexy 
ASMRs can go to hell. Stray cat purring in 
the quiet and windy street ASMR is where 
it is AT.) And the forever changing cast of 
cats and settings keep these videos fresh. 
Some of my favourite channels in this genre 
include meow meow, a channel run by a 
Turkish lady who feeds the stray cats of 
Istanbul and speaks to them in a sweet and 
affectionate voice; a Japanese channel with 
a Japanese name that Google translates 
to “cat videos taken by a bastard,” which 
features the sounds of nature and the 
physical affection of stray cats; and another 
Japanese channel similar to the previous by 
the name of Impressed cat video.
Best international animal 
channels on YouTube
 › Watch a hamster work its way through a hamster-sized dojo
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Brandon Yip
Senior Columnist
Beer flights are a sampler’s dream, equivalent to sampling the different 
food items inside almost every aisle at 
Costco. My definition of a beer flight is 
flying in an airplane where no one is sober! 
Anyways, to be serious, a beer flight has 
nothing to do with planes and is about 
sampling numerous beers served in small 
glasses. The number of beers served can 
be four, five, six, and even more beers—it 
depends on the brewery. 
The origins of beer flights are difficult 
to trace. Writer Nick Carr, in 
his June 2014 article about 
beer flights published on the 
Kegerator website, states that the 
history of beer flights is unclear 
and undefined: “The history 
of beer flighting is obscured in 
the past and understandably 
vague. Wanting to sample a 
brewer’s fare probably became 
prominent along with the 
increased availability of different 
beer styles.” Also, Karen Renzulli, 
in her article published on the 
South Jersey Beer Scene website, 
offers a unique interpretation of 
a beer flight: “A flight can also 
be compared to a flight of stairs. 
Flights are usually drunk lightest 
to darkest where you work your 
way ‘up’ in hues of [colour] as 
you would work your way up a 
flight of stairs.”
Furthermore, Clara 
Jaide, in her paper about 
beer flights published on the 
JustBeer website, describes the 
uniqueness of a beer flight: 
“Sometimes Beer Flights have 
some sort of ‘theme’ to them, 
where the brewer will have a 
select few beers on the paddle. 
Other times, the beers on the 
paddle are chosen at random.” 
Moreover, Chris Palizza, on 
the Tempesta Media website, 
states that a beer flight serves 
several purposes. Some of 
those range from sampling a 
variety of styles and types of 
beer, tasting the beer that you 
may want a pint of later—and 
preventing the sampler from 
wasting their money on a beer 
they do not enjoy. 
Additionally, according to 
The Original Craft Beer Club, 
there are five essential pieces of 
advice on what not to do when 
ordering a beer flight. The five 
big no-nos are to order blindly, 
not tasting in sequence, drinking 
it quickly, ordering at the wrong 
time, and refusing to try a beer 
because it is either too light or 
dark. If you are having a beer 
flight, think back to the words of 
Usher: drink it “Nice & Slow.”   
However, there appears 
to be negative overtones and 
stigma associated with beer 
flights—that they are nothing 
more than getting into a 
drunken stupor while drinking 
different beers. Chris Palizza 
dispels this myth in his aforementioned 
article: “Contrary to common sense, the 
term ‘beer flight’ does not refer to mile-
high inebriation. Nor a merging of Delta 
and Dogfish Head. The term does not 
even refer to the mythic cross-country 
flights during which baseball great Wade 
Boggs would reportedly consume upwards 
of 70 beers.”
Nonetheless, beer flights are 
meant to be enjoyed and savured. On 
the HomeWetBar.com website, based 
in Oklahoma City, OK, the company 
sells beer flights and tasting sets. They 
recommend that to enjoy a beer flight is to 
be cognizant, not just of the beer you are 
drinking—but learning to enjoy the process 
and not rush the experience: “Tastings are 
a fun [and] fascinating hobby, so it can be 
easy to overindulge. That’s why using our 
beer flights is essential for doing it right. 
Sampling four brews at a time are perfect 
because you don’t want to compare too 
many at once.”      
Locally, with so many craft breweries 
in the Lower Mainland, it is difficult to 
choose which place has the best beer 
flights. From my experience, the best beer 
flights that I have had have been at Tap and 
Barrel (Coal Harbour location), Yaletown 
Brewing Company, Village Taphouse (West 
Vancouver), and Yellow Dog Brewing 
Company (Port Moody).  
Finally, it is all about personal tastes 
and preferences. Every brewery that serves 
beer flights has its unique taste and styles. 
But there is nothing more enjoyable than 
sitting on a patio chillin’ on a hot summer 
day sipping a beer flight. Oh, those days 
cannot come soon enough! In the end, 
Clara Jaide offers the best reason why 
people should order a beer flight: “[It is] 
an excellent way to start figuring out what 
you like and dislike. It is also a great way to 
sample a brewery’s beers without breaking 
the bank.”       
Time to take flight
 › The origins of beer flights
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opinions // no. 19
• Is it possible to be tired of sitting at 
home?
• Instead of sending a reaction, call your 
friend
...and more
CJ Sommerfeld
Staff Writer
White saviourism is a highly problematic complex—it is 
patronizing, and an extension of white 
supremacy. And this complex comes with 
many repercussions; I believe that its 
connotations have tainted those of other 
volunteering first-world travelers. Do not 
get me wrong, by no means do I think 
white saviours giving the rest of us a bad 
rep is the worst consequence of this “ism.” 
However, as someone who has volunteered 
abroad in a half-dozen countries, I would 
like to illuminate the line that separates a 
“white saviour” from someone who simply 
volunteers in a country other than their 
own to help people.
White saviorism refers to a white 
person who helps or aids non-white people 
in a way that is self-serving, but for the 
purpose of this article, I would extend 
the definition as the false belief that one’s 
own nationality—being from a first world 
country—grants them superiority over 
others. This self-aggrandizing supremacy 
gives this person the illusion of an inherent 
capability to “help” those from a less-
privileged country—regardless of their 
actual knowledge or education. I would 
also argue that a white saviour does not 
need to be Caucasian and can be anyone 
from a first world country.
This term is closely tied to 
“voluntourism”—the action of traveling to 
another country to volunteer. While this 
term does not always outline something 
negative nor appropriating, it has been 
linked to a dverse outcomes. And, while 
I think all white saviours participate 
in voluntourism, not all voluntourism 
involves these sorts. Unfortunately, 
these self-interested, ego-inflating 
individuals have stigmatized those who 
have volunteered or participated in 
similar international work. I am often 
apprehensive to share with people that 
I have volunteered abroad. Do I feel 
guilty—like I have participated in white 
saviourism? No. Do I feel embarrassed that 
in giving such little information regarding 
my experience, people would haphazardly 
associate me with the definition of one? 
Absolutely.
In 2015, I went to Nicaragua for what 
began as an indefinite time. I had heard 
about a work exchange website—a platform 
where travelers can connect with people 
looking for volunteers. The usual deal was a 
couple hours of work in exchange for meals 
and a place to stay. Through this platform, I 
first connected with a hacienda (an estate) 
owner outside Granada. There I painted, 
cleaned, and fed his horses, crocodiles, 
and monkeys. A few weeks later, I went to 
the city of Granada and began bartending 
at hostels. While bartending in Vancouver 
soaked my life in alcohol, at least I was 
always able to leave work at the end of the 
shift. When you bartend at a hostel bar—
the same place where you are essentially 
living—the on/off switch does not come as 
easily. Wanting a change of pace, I began 
teaching English to first graders. Prior 
to beginning, I was weary on whether 
or not I should go forth with it. While 
the organization was non-religious and 
created by Nicaraguans—an organization 
occupying the opposite of which, might 
surely involve white saviourism—this 
notion still lingered and felt distant from 
my identity. In no way did I believe that 
my nationality—nor any nationality, was 
superior to another.
Frankly, I often give shit to Caucasian 
people—note, that I am Caucasian 
myself—for our vast histories in stealing 
other societies’ culture, land, and art, 
among other things, as due in part to an 
incorrect Darwinist race superiority theory. 
I did go forth with teaching English for my 
remaining months there. In the following 
years, I returned to Latin America and 
Europe where I participated in similar 
work-exchanges, gardening, teaching, 
painting, cooking, cleaning and so forth—
and along the way I met many humble 
travelers from first-world countries who 
were not posting their “good deeds abroad” 
on social media for self gratification.
The point of my anecdote is that I 
believe that individuals can volunteer 
abroad without a supremist perspective 
and without  displacing those native to 
the area. In being well-versed in both the 
possible consequences of voluntourism, 
white saviourism, and t he vast history 
of how racial inequalities came to 
be, international work-exchange and 
volunteering is possible and innocuous.
Volunteering abroad 
is possible without 
being a white saviour
 › White saviourism has 
thrown travellers from 
first-world countries 
into disrepute
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Matthew Fraser
Opinions Editor
The American election has been called in all but the most official places. 
Despite sitting President Trump’s refusal to 
concede graciously, the political machine 
has spoken, and Joe Biden is the new 
president elect. Canadians must now look 
over the border and revaluate the economic 
and policy relationships that can be built or 
altered with the incoming administration. 
Simultaneously, on this side of the 49th 
parallel, our Conservative Party must 
look within and determine how it will be 
changed by the pro-Trump Canadian voters 
and its efforts to entice new votes.
A June poll by Lèger found that 
roughly 10 percent of Canadians preferred 
Trump to Trudeau as leader of the country. 
Alongside that poll, conservative senator 
Lynn Beyak went so far as to break election 
law by donating $300 to the Trump 
campaign. The much more legal but only 
slightly less controversial endorsement 
from Don Plett included the line that he 
hoped “the right side would win.” It’s fair 
then to wonder how Erin O’Toole and the 
Conservative Party will satisfy those voters 
(and representatives) while expanding 
their platform to appeal to more Canadians 
outside of the traditional fold. The “Take 
Canada Back” slogan that O’Toole ran 
under may have been a thinly veiled nod to 
the propulsive power of Trumpism without 
alarming the wider public. Nonetheless, 
O’Toole will have to find a way to explain 
who took Canada and from whom in order 
to woo over multinational voters in the 
ethnically diverse and densely packed 
urban areas that make or break elections. 
In doing so, O’Toole will have to distance 
himself enough from the overwhelmingly 
unpopular (at least to non-conservative 
loyalists) Trumpian image while 
simultaneously kicking “woke” politics and 
cultivating the economic populist message 
that made Trump popular.
A core feature of Trumpism that soon 
became the root of its unpopularity and 
polarizing ability, was its leader’s anti-
illegal-immigration rhetoric. There are 
a number of voters who would support 
limiting immigration to the country and 
some who may even harbor some of the 
more controversial opinions on Muslims 
that I think Trump extolled, but O’Toole 
will likely not get far with even a less 
offensive statement than the “Muslim Ban.” 
Considering the abysmal performance of 
the People’s Party of Canada, who were 
attached to the notorious “Say ‘No’ to 
Mass Immigration” billboards, the current 
Conservative Party would be wise to 
distance itself from that part of Trump.
Though O’Toole has been far less 
offensive in his stance on immigration, he 
has not fully escaped the anti-gay image 
that plagued previous leader Andrew 
Scheer and the Conservative Party, nor 
managed to avoid a run-in with conversion 
therapy support himself. In a speaking 
engagement with Canada’s National 
Observer, noted political commentator 
Bruce Livesey said that the party should 
take heed of previous Conservative PM 
Brian Mulroney’s efforts to create a big 
tent. As I have written previously, this big 
tent must somehow make room for both 
social conservatives (like Andrew Scheer, 
who once compared gay marriage to calling 
a dog’s tail a leg) and gay voters with their 
allies. Though I have no problem watching 
social conservatism get kicked to the curb, 
they are the base and most loyal voters for 
the Conservative Party; Trump managed 
to market himself as “the most pro-gay 
president” while installing conservative 
judge after judge who leaned against gay 
rights, but O’Toole will not likely achieve 
the same balancing act.  
If shaking the stigma of social 
conservatism to pull votes isn’t hard enough, 
threading the rhetoric needle certainly will 
be. Though I think Donald Trump cultivated 
disdain for environmentalism, O’Toole has 
instead vowed to match Trudeau in this 
realm. With apex cynicism, I’d say that 
O’Toole is using the same rhetoric bluff that 
kept Justin Trudeau popular with his fans 
and Trump’s base in line. O’Toole may just 
be promising Canadians concerned with the 
environment one thing while guaranteeing 
the oil and gas industry the exact opposite. 
And why not? Trudeau has managed to 
stay on the right side of the ratings despite 
many documented failures to meet climate 
goals. O’Toole really could just say the words 
loud enough to assuage a few urban voters 
and never lift a finger to make good on his 
promise. This is politics after all. As long as 
the money keeps flowing and voters don’t 
desert him, a little white lie may just grease 
the slide into the Prime Minister’s mansion.
So, what is the Conservative Party 
to do? If nothing else, Erin O’Toole may 
be on the right track singing the song of 
pro-worker populism and environmental 
importance. His rhetoric just may be the 
pole that lifts his parties tent high and wide, 
if not that, the Conservative Party will have 
even more time to strategize and rebuild.
Can Canadian Conservatives 
avoid Trumpism?
 › Balancing expansion with retention
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Alexis Zygan
Contributor
Social media is viewed by many as the most significant advancement for communication. 
During the pandemic, the masses depend on social 
networks more than ever to stay connected with their 
communities. Musicians organize online concerts 
through Facebook, and small business owners build 
relationships through Instagram. Family members 
across the globe comment on status updates to stay 
up to date on each other’s lives.
While all of this is true, one cannot speak on 
the benefits of connection without addressing the 
elephant in the room. Chronic social media usage 
correlates with higher rates of anxiety, depression, 
and loneliness. The average millennial dedicates 
2 hours and 24 minutes of each day to engage in 
the personalized highlight reel, divided between 
nine different social media accounts. Even though 
the user acknowledges that not everyone on social 
media is living their best life at any given moment, 
their feed presents them with this illusion. Add 
photo editing into the equation and what results is 
a disaster for self-image and worth. The feedback 
users receive in the form of likes, comments, and 
reactions spark dopamine receptors in the brain. 
The number of likes equates to a social currency, 
which makes the person appear more worthy. 
Unfortunately, this happiness is always short-
lived, and users must log back in to get immersed 
in the validation seeking feedback loop. Social 
media has users living their lives for others and 
not themselves—taking photos of their meals, 
outfits, and vacations with the hopes of blurring the 
perception others have of them. 
Seven months into the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Netflix released The Social Dilemma, a documentary 
outlining a few of the issues set in motion by social 
media. Through first-hand accounts from former 
visionaries of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and 
Pinterest, the viewer learns how the people in 
control manipulate their content. They uncover 
that the social media user’s information is the 
product being sold to companies to create highly 
personalized targeted ads—all tied into the 
economy of attention. 
The results are in—the benefits of social media 
do not outweigh the negatives. Staying connected 
is essential to human existence. There are ways 
to access our friends and family and support 
local businesses without signing up for a social 
media account. Talking on the phone strengthens 
connections in relationships. Staying off social 
media is a devil of a challenge though. A dopamine 
detox culminates in withdrawal symptoms—FOMO, 
the fear of missing out, and phantom vibration 
syndrome, where a person hears buzzing when 
there is none. 
Lastly, the performance required to keep 
up appearances on social media is draining and 
divorces the user from authenticity—a real genuine 
connection is insurmountable through Instagram, 
Facebook, or Snapchat. The cornerstone of 
relationships is openness, vulnerability, and a lack of 
judgement. So, next time you’re thinking of a friend, 
instead of contacting through messenger, send 
them a text to check in, or email them your favourite 
meme. Or if you have five minutes to spare, a phone 
call goes a long way. Hearing a friend’s voice is a better 
remedy for loneliness than a row of heart emojis.
Social media deprives us from 
genuine authentic connection
 › Instead of sending a reaction, call your friend
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Matthew Fraser
Opinions Editor
On November 7, the BC government announced new lockdown measures—ones that guarantee 
a long, cold, and lonely winter for some. The news 
has clearly shown that cases have reason since the 
beginning of fall and truth be told, it had already been 
predicted that a second wave would occur; yet now 
that we’re here, I have to admit that I am tired of the 
lockdown. 
I am over sitting at home—and I’m sure some of 
you are too. I am bored of the view inside, the same 
four walls, and I am certainly tired of online school. 
At the start when a few people (predominately in the 
US) were freaking out over the lockdowns I looked 
at them with contempt. I thought that they were 
making a mountain out of a mole hill and that good 
advice should be well heeded in those uncertain 
early days. But all things change with time and as one 
month became three, then five, and now more with 
no guaranteed end in sight, it makes more sense to 
me. Suddenly, the image of someone holding a sign 
demanding to go to a restaurant or travelling to see 
friends makes all the more sense. Granted, we can 
and I have gone out to eat and seen friends (I feel your 
judgement as I write this and I do not care) since this 
all began, but knowing that that could be impossible 
in the near future is disheartening. 
Likewise, a third consecutive semester of 
online learning is in no way tantalizing and in 
every way unappealing. I certainly know and 
understand that many people are thriving in this 
stay-at-home, self-paced atmosphere—and for 
those people, I wish you the option to continue. 
But for me, a plexiglass cubicle with a real professor 
would be better than another three months of this. 
The very act of going to school was motivating or at 
least a necessary step in my daily learning routine. 
As the days go by, and my chair dies from the 
hundreds of accumulated hours of being sat on, 
schoolwork that may have previously been a brain 
exercise becomes an efficient method of drying out 
my eyeballs. 
Soon, it will be Christmas and travel will likely 
still be cancelled. Though I grudgingly understand 
the need to limit the spread as case numbers climb 
and climb, I can’t help but detest the way family has 
been put to the side or moved to the back burner. 
Maybe in next few weeks as we all bunker down 
tighter than before, the government will reward us 
with un-shamed travel and socially-distanced ferry 
rides, but I doubt it. This year will be the year of a 
thousand and one orphan Christmases and Zoom 
present openings. I guess a little bit of sadness goes 
well with your rumnog.
Don’t get me wrong, this isn’t a “woe is me” 
pity party (though I see how you might think so), 
just a short accounting of the fatiguing nature of a 
never-ending lockdown.
Lockdown fatigue
 › Is it possible to be tired of sitting at home?
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Have an idea for a story?
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Jace Cipher
Contributor
12 pm
I am sitting at the fancy round dining table 
at my aunt’s house. We are having mimosas 
and enjoying my sister’s birthday brunch. 
My cousins who live there—three sisters—
and my sister, and I are the only people 
invited because of COVID. 
3 pm
I finish my sixth mimosa and am now 
seated in the living room. We’re all sleepy 
from the mimosas so my cousins begin 
cracking open harder alcohol, as you do. 
3:30 pm
“Did you know paaji (respected brother) 
and bhabhi (sister-in-law) are Trump 
supporters?” my oldest cousin, Kiran, asks, 
staring intently at her phone. 
“What?” I ask, wide-eyed. My brain 
suddenly begins flipping through a vast 
collection of strange behaviour from those 
two cousins that can quite easily explain 
this new information as no surprise.
“Yeah, honestly I’m not surprised,” my 
middle cousin, Radha, voices my thoughts 
aloud, “aren’t they anti-vaxxers too? That’s 
why I’m so scared for masi (aunt) living 
with them. She’s getting older, and she sees 
papaji (grandpa) almost every day.”
The three of us take another Baileys-coffee 
shot.
4 pm
My sister sits down with us. 
“Did you know paaji and bhabhi are 
Trump supporters?” Kiran asks my sister, 
“Seriously. Bhabhi posted this text on 
Snapchat about fake news and how Biden 
supporters are sad.”
“I don’t think any of them are sad. I think 
everyone who voted Biden is quite happy, 
actually.” I chime in.
“Was she hacked?” is the first thing my 
sister asks. It’s true, you never expect 
someone close to you—who shares the 
same blood in their veins—to be so stupid. 
Disappointing, really. It’s easier to initially 
believe they were hacked than have to 
accept the dark truth. “Then again, they 
think COVID is a hoax anyway, right? So, 
it’s not that surprising.”
“What?” I ask once again, still in awe, “It 
just keeps getting worse!”
“Well not a hoax. They just think it’s not as 
bad as it is,” Radha says. 
“Wow they should really go see how the 
hospitals are doing,” I roll my eyes.
“Well, why did you think we didn’t invite 
them?” they all laugh. 
6 pm 
We have been drinking for six straight 
hours. 
Finding out your cousins are 
Trump-supporter conspiracy theorists
 › Suddenly I do not 
know them
• Oh, the Places I’ve Gone!
• Suddenly I do not know them
• A berger joint for those who’ve seen 
'Ways of Seeing'
...and that's everything!
Ill
u
st
ra
ti
o
n
 b
y 
So
n
am
 K
al
o
ti
issue 12// vol 47 humour // no. 23
Craig Allan
Staff Writer
2020… what a year! So much fun and exciting travel. Like many 
of you, I too have traveled the world in 
search of adventure and fun. Here are some 
of the places I have been this year.
The first foreign and exciting place I 
went to was known as Haome Officeh (spelt 
“Home Office”). It was this magical place 
with a table and a computer. I could just 
sit there all day and work on things like the 
permeability of different soil compounds, 
or theories on the meaning of Catherine in 
the book Northanger Abbey. It had a window 
looking outside, so I could see everything 
going on outdoors. It was like the time I went 
on that prison tour. Only this time I was like 
the prisoner. So fun!
Later in the year, I went to the most 
wonderful bazaar. It had food from all 
over, like avocados, and pineapples. There 
were also sections where you could smell 
fresh bread and see a variety of seafood and 
packaged meat. They even had a place where 
you could buy drugs. I guess their laws are 
far less strict here. They had everything from 
ibuprofen to placebo. If you get something 
from there, make sure you don’t get the drug 
“LAXative”. Trust me! All the people who ran 
this store walked around in red shirts and 
had surgical masks on. Those masks must 
have been part of some sort of cultural event, 
like Halloween or Marti Gras. This bazaar 
was called the “Real Canadian Superstore.” 
I could have spent all day there. Spring for 
one of their basket vehicles. It’s only a dollar, 
but believe me, you’ll need it. You also get 
the dollar back when your done, so it’s a 
win-win!
After enjoying Haome Officeh so much, 
I decided I wanted to splurge for a greater 
experience, so I went to a place similar to 
Haome Officeh, but it was much bigger, 
and had more computers. They called it 
the “Douglas College David Lam Campus.” 
I thought “Boy, that lamb must have been 
pretty important to get a building named 
after it. But they didn’t even spell his animal 
species name right, so how important 
could he be?” I looked around though, and 
I couldn’t see any lambs. Not even a lamb 
chop! I said, “Baa David, baa!” but no David 
Lamb. Anyway, I went to room that was like 
the Home Office room, and even though this 
is a college, which means “a group of people 
with a particular job, purpose, duty, or power 
who are organized into a group for sharing 
ideas, making decisions” there was hardly 
anyone there. 
Also, I wasn’t allowed to go near anyone, 
which seemed odd since this is a college. It 
was just like Home Office. It had a window 
to look outside. I tried to buy one of those 
sweaters, but the store was closed, and all the 
officers there just kept demanding that I take 
hand sanitizer. Probably another cultural 
thing. This place had a lot of rules. Don’t 
know how many times I will return to this 
place. Maybe if they bring back the lambs.
I had so much fun travelling this 
year. I can’t wait to explore more of the 
world. I can’t wait to go to this place called 
“Vancouver,” which I think means you get to 
drive a convertible van. Don’t know where 
you drive it, but it sounds so exotic and fun!
Oh, the Places I’ve Gone!
 › All of my worldly travels in 2020, including going to the fridge for more food
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They called it the ‘Douglas College David Lam 
Campus.’ I thought ‘Boy, that lamb must have been 
pretty important to get a building named after it.’
ComiCs
A berger joint for those who’ve 
seen 'Ways of Seeing'
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Creative Works
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
All I see are your eyes. It’s so sad
that the rest of your face is hiding. 
I want to see your rose blush—your cheeks
flush every time I compliment you.
Oxytocin guts. Thursdays you have
to go. Mistletoe: still deciding
if we should kiss (and when), cause for weeks
I’ve been infatuated. It’s true 
that I miss your smile and your voice when
you sound tired, sleepy by choice but soft.
No mistletoe up, so I will send 
you my wishlist with all I require.
Making eye contact in class again
thinking you’re shy and nervous and hot
(sorry). Want you to be my boyfriend, 
feel your teeth and get caught by desire.
the only thing 
on my wishlist 
isn’t a boy 
(but maybe 
it’s bait)
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Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
I burned my dress today. 
I stripped it off and threw it into the fire 
and watched it absorb the fire like cloth absorbs water. 
Sitting naked and hugging my knees to my chest, I watched the 
dress, 
all twisted up and warm like an animal, lying amongst the soft 
grey ashes in the stove. 
I watched for a good long while, memory of its long blue body 
stained faintly 
with grease at the thigh
smouldering away.
I like to throw things out often, but this was the first time 
I had decided to use the wood stove as an accomplice 
to my compulsions. 
Before the dress, I had thrown a book into the fire—
Atwood’s Edible Woman. 
I didn’t like how Marian allowed her life to unravel 
at the hands of those she allowed into her life. 
I didn’t like how she seemed to have no life. 
 
When the fire is on, the outside seems a richer, darker green. 
The trees seem thick and full, 
as if they instantly drink in the rain that showers them. 
The trees seem to go on for a long while and my scanning eyes 
stop, 
suddenly at the sight of a red rooftop, maybe? One that I do not 
remember 
ever being there before, but it’s such a shade of red—stark 
against the emerald green, 
one would never not have seen it before. 
I imagine that I can see the individual tiles, 
they’re small and numerous, overlapping each other like scales 
or microscopic flakes of skin.
California-inspired and sorely out of place
in the dense, Canadian rainforest and lush air. 
The air always smells of pine needles, fresh dirt, honey and 
water. 
It’s always colder than I’m used to, and the cold inspires me to 
wear a wool hat—
tan with large knit in an upwards diagonal direction. 
And a sweater 
that I imagine would be rather scratchy against bare skin. 
I’d want it to be soft and like warm silk, but silk is also cold. I’d 
need a sweater 
made of furry artisan blends—patriotic in nature.
    
That reminds me of hardworking Canadians out in the drizzly 
mist
pulling in their goods from honour farm stands. 
These people have the forest ironed into them.  
They’re nitty gritty, used to the cold, tough and versatile. 
They work with their hands. 
And I am not one of them sitting inside, naked with my knees 
to my chest.
Dress on Fire
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Takeover
5. Type of pastry
9. “Highway to Hell” band
13. Dix + un
14. Speak, in Spanish
15. Et __
16. What “aniyo” means
18. Old letter
19. Put down
20. Inventor after whom a 
prize is named
21. Chevys and Cadillacs
24. Geek
25. __ fide
26. Deceived
28. Hong Kong or Macau, 
e.g.
29. Engagement in the early 
20th century
32. Thomas Edison’s middle 
name
33. Sushi condiment
36. Relatives
37. One thing
38. Sneaky sort
39. Botanical bristles
40. Part of many German 
surnames
41. It’s between Africa and 
Asia
42. Leaf
43. Opposite WSW
44. Anger
45. Loan shark
47. Fateful day for Caesar
49. Particle physics org.
51. Banned insecticide
52. Star in Orion
54. Pal of Jughead and 
Reggie
56. Genuine
57. What some angsty kids 
might wear
61. __-Québec
62. Domain
63. “It’s a __!”
64. Banded gemstone
65. Against
66. Predatory seabird
DOWN
1. Not pro
2. Musician Yoko
3. Submachine gun
4. Be hanging
5. Kind of knife
6. Pipe piece
7. Custardy dessert
8. Adorer
9. Founding Father Burr
10. What a socially inept group might 
call itself
11. Sup
12. Sky, en français
14. Who pay residential property tax
17. Surname of Superman’s civilian name
20. Edible seaweed
21. Polearm
22. Paradise Lost poet
23. What many Edmonton phone numbers 
start with
25. What you might order from une 
pâtisserie
27. Beaver-built structure
28. Essential oils retailer based in BC
30. Like some eyeliner
31. Place within
34. Helper
35. Tin(II) sulfide
39. The Simpsons shopkeeper
41. Métis leader Louis
46. State of agitation
48. Process of cleansing, for short
49. Many a Zagreb resident
50. Bacterium that can cause food 
poisoning
52. Move, briefly
53. Desktop symbol
54. Prayer closer
55. Young newts
57. Period of history
58. Bug
59. Greek T
60. Place to get a pedi
E F F R I Z G L A D
G L Y P H O R E O I L E D
G U I L E M A T R E A L S
U R B A N A N A G R A M
J A M B O N E N E M Y
C U R B A G T H G S
A L O U D O R D I E O F F
M I A M I D I O R I D E R
P E R S I S A L S M O R E
L A T D E W P U R E
T R O P E M I S E R Y
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Weekly Crossword: 
E-I-E-I-O…
Caroline Ho
Contributor
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26 27 28 29 30 31
32 33 34 35 36
37 38 39
40 41 42
43 44 45 46
47 48 49 50 51
52 53 54 55
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MEDITATION
Join us on Zoom & IG live for a
30 minute guided meditation
session facilitated by Tess Sloane
MONDAY NOVEMBER 30TH
2:30-3:00PM
GUIDED
